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>> Hey, Bryson, can you hear us or unmute? 
Is it *6 to unmute off the phone?  If can you hear me can you hit *6 on your phone? 
>> We're right at 2:00.  We only have four folks in the waiting room.
Do you want to maybe let them in and kind of give it a few minutes to get at least Jeff in the room? 
>> Yeah.  We knew it would probably be a small number. 
>> Hey, everyone.  We're just going to wait a few minutes.  We're going to be a small group today anyway, but we're going to.
Give it a few minutes to see if we can get anyone else into the room. 
>> There's Jeff.
>> Hello, hello. 

>> Bearden: Hey, Jeff.  How are you?  We're waiting a minute more.  Looks like we're going to be a small group and it will give us a chance to speak a little more intimately about this.
Laura, whenever you want to get ready.
>> Perna:  Sure.  Let's go ahead and do this. 
Hi, everyone.  Nice to have a small group today.  I can see everyone in one gallery, so that's kind of nice.
If I haven't introduced myself to you already, my name is Laura.  I'm the communications director for CTD.  I'll briefly give you my audio description I'm a white woman with long brown hair.  I'm wearing a black T‑shirt and black glasses today.
And behind me is the wall of my office, which is white vertical boards with intermittent brown boards over them. 
So real quick, I'm just going to go over our ‑‑ the Zoom functions we'll be using today and our accessibility.  This meeting is closed captioned, which you can toggle on and off in your options.
If you're unsure how to do that, just send us a quick note in the chat and we will get you all straightened out.
If you are unable to access the chat for any reason, you can also email us at info@txdisabilities.org.  We'll be watching that throughout the meeting if you're unable to reach us in the Zoom window for any reason.
Since we're kind of a small group today we're going to maybe shake things up a little bit so we may be using breakouts briefly so know that that's coming. 
We're not going to be doing any screen sharing or pulls today.  As usual we will ask you to stay muted until we go to breakouts or open up the full group discussion and we'll prompt you to do that. 
What else?  We are recording today's session if you would like to revisit it or share it later.  I will be sending out an email a little later with that recording.
And I think that's all I've got.  So I'll turn it on over to Chase. 
>> Bearden: Thank you, Laura.  And we appreciate y'all coming.  It's a smaller group and we kind of had discussed that it might possibly be because we were doing a second voting issues.
And we had planned it to fall about this time because we wanted to be able to hear from those of you out there in different parts of the state and what you might be dealing with, what you're hearing from other people, and then we could kind of work on how to fix some of these issues, but at the same time what are some immediate things that you may need information on or other people. 
And then how do we then transition some of the issues we've been running into into the legislative session that will be starting here in January.
And a lot of that work is going to start right after this election in drafting how we can correct some of these policies to make sure that a lot of the barriers in voting are out of the way.
I think this election has probably shown us more barriers than any other, and our goal here is to make sure that we can reduce those in the future and try to make voting as easy as possible for everyone.
CTD has a long history in working in a lot of advocacy areas, but voting has been one of the main things that we have always focused on, and at the end of the day it was in our original board meeting minutes when they created CTD was to ensure voting rights for everyone.
With that being said, we'd love to get started.  We have three people on the line, Jeff Miller, Bob Kafka and Molly Broadway.  Two of them with Disability Rights Texas.  Bob is with ADAPT and rev up.  And we wanted to talk with them a little bit at some point just to balk about what issues they're hearing about since they're kind of a hub of information and sharing across the state on issues. 
Since the last voting event we did, and I think most of y'all were on that, we wanted to give you a quick update of what issues we've been working on, two of the pieces of litigation we were in and some future possible strategies on fixing some of the other issues.
>> Perna:  Before you jump into that would you give your audio description and remind Molly and Bob to do that when they get on?
>> Bearden: I forgot to do that.  Again, my name is Chase Bearden.  I'm a white male in my 40s and I have short blonde hair, but it's still the longest it's ever been because I haven't had a haircut in eight months.  I am wearing a brown zip up shirt and I have a green wall with cats and flowers on it which does not really represent me, it is my wife's guest room so we're using that.  And I guess that would probably explain me as best as I can.
But thank you for reminding me to do that. 
So yeah, leading into the last voting issues forum we did, we talked about two pieces of litigation that CTD had entered into.  One of them was on signature verification and making sure that someone who sent a mail‑in ballot, if their signature was a little off or they signed it different than their application, that a person would be able to have a chance to cure their ballot if the board after you've turned in your mail‑in ballot, looked a at it and set it aside.
If it gets set aside because they feel like it's not a signature match, you won't find out until 10 days after the election.
We felt like that was a very discriminatory issue when you look at the majority of people that this effects or those who are aging and those with disabilities who may not be able to sin consistently every time. ‑‑ sign consistency every time.
When I looked at my voter registration the other day, it was 2013 when I signed mine.  I have no idea how I signed it.  I remember doing it on the side of my leg as I sent in a voter registration card, which is probably not as accurate as the one I normally use.
It has gone through multiple levels of the courts and it just recently about two days ago, the Fifth Circuit court has stated, and we will not have that in place for this election.  We're continuing to look at our options after this election to try and make sure that that's put in there.
The state's belief was that election integrity outweighed the possibility of someone signing fraudulently.
That being said, what we asked for in the suit was just a chance to cure your ballot, was to be able to, if there was a problem with it, instead of throwing it out, they contacted you in some way to give you a chance to cure it.
So we're going to continue working on that.  That will fall into the next elections in the next legislative session to work on.
One of the other issues we've been working on is mail‑in ballot accessibility.  So for many we've worked for years trying to make sure that when you go to a polling place that it's accessible for everyone.  It has architectural barriers taken out, we have electronic voting machines that anybody can use.  If they have a severe mobility impairment or if they're visually impaired, no matter what they can vote independently and securely.
That's where most of out focus has been for a a long time and mail‑in ballots, because very few people used t we didn't hear as many issues and during COVID‑19 as people have decided to stay home and use mail‑in ballots more, we found more and more barriers in that area.
Currently right now we are in the middle of that litigation.  We don't think it's going to be put in place by the end of this ‑‑ before this election happens where someone could get an electronic ballot delivered to them and they could use their software on their computer to ‑‑ a screen reader to read it, mark it, then print it.
It would keep them from having to rely on using someone else to help them fill out their ballot.
Unfortunately the way the timing is falling, we don't think we're going to be able to do it in time and that this will be something that will be finalized after the election hopefully. 
Recently we've also had issues with curbside voting and people not following some of the recommendations and making sure that there's signage in place where someone can pull up, know what number to call and have access to curbside voting.
Of course, all of the long lines ‑‑ and one of the final things that we've been working on that came up in the last voting forum we did was a signature stamp and if that could be used to sign your application and the envelope independently without having to use a witness.
We reached out and made our case to the Secretary of State's office and they have declined it saying that their stance is if someone wants to use a signature stamp, they must have a witness verify it.
We feel like that takes away your right from being able to cast a private, independent ballot without having to use someone else in some process.
Now, we agree there should always be the access to the witness or an assistant if needed by someone, but if we can keep people as independent as possible by creating more accessible ‑‑ creating more accessibility within our system from mail‑in ballots to electronic voting machines and applications, then we can reduce the need of a secondary person being involved in someone's voting experience.
That being said, I kind of wanted to ask for Molly and maybe Jeff to jump in and talk to us a little bit about what they're seeing and hearing as they're kind of the eyes and ears right now of voting and where we all stand at this moment in time during the voting election time. 
Would one of y'all care to unmute and give us an audio description of yourself and maybe give us a rundown of what you're hearing? 
>> Sure.  This is Molly. 
And Jeff can chime in whenever he would like.  I'm Molly Broadway.  I'm the training and technical support specialist for voting rights with Disability Rights Texas.
And so you kind of are aware of what's going on on the screen, I am a ‑‑ I'm not going to reveal my age because ladies don't do that, but I am an adult female with shoulder length brown hair and dark rimmed glasses.  And I am wearing a gray shirt with the words "Vote" on it.  And with a white wall perhaps office setting background.  So nothing very fancy about that.
But to answer some of Chase's questions or to build upon what he has already said, so Disability Rights Texas we have a voter rights hotline and we're getting calls from all over the state.
Some of the things that we've noticed is, A, there's been a huge increase in the phone calls that we've been receiving.  I'd say during voting season, so early voting and election day we have our most phone calls, but since the quarantine happened, and there's been a larger push for ballot by mail, we've been receiving since March of 2020, we received a huge influx of phone calls and a lot of them have focused on ballot by mail‑related questions.
At first ‑‑ the questions have kind of reflected what's been going on in terms of state litigation and actual decision making.  At first a lot of questions were pertaining to how one is eligible to apply for ballot by mail, what are the eligibility guidelines?  And then when did have to fill out the application?
When was the deadline for certain elections?
We started receiving a lot of phone calls about people who are wanting to apply by mail or receive their ballot by mail and they could not fill out the application because it was not accessible.
So meaning they had some sort of visual impairment and they could not fill out the paper form or sign it.
So we received a lot of questions about that.
We have recently begun to see questions about ‑‑ well, a lot of curbside voting questions so now that in Texas early voting is going on, people are ‑‑ for whatever reason are choosing to vote in person.  Some of them are wanting to access curbside voting options so there's questions about if that is available at every polling site in the State of Texas, if ‑‑ how one is eligible for that, what that scenario looks like, how do they aalert ‑‑ how do voters alert poll workers if they want to vote curbside.  A lot of questions about that.
And also still I think the ballot by mail questions, especially since it should be noted the application for ballot by mail due date is Friday, meaning your county election offices need to receive that application by Friday.
So as we've gotten closer there's been an increase in questions about that and how on do they get that application, how do they turn it in on time? 
And there's been questions about how a person can actually fill out the paper ballot once they have received it, meaning can they fill it out privately and independently if they need a system of some sort?  What if they can't read the ballot how do they mark it accordingly?
A lot of questions regarding signature matching on the mail‑in ballot when you have to sign the seal on the envelope, that's what I was looking for, envelope.
A lot of the questions are pretty similar to what you had kind of summarized.  And I think Disability Rights Texas and CTD, we do a lot of work ‑‑ we work closely with one another.  So I think we are kind of aware of the same things that are going on.
I feel like what I think is a great tool right now.  Some counties you can access the ballot by mail tracker so it will let you know if they received your application, when it was mailed out, if you have received it?  I think that's a great tool and that should be available at every election, not just one like the presidential election of today.
And then also I think a lot of information is ‑‑ I think we're going to see a lot of issues around mail‑in ballot politics and eligibility coming up in the next policy session as well.  Jeff, do you have any thoughts?
>> This is Jeff and I'm a policy director at Disability Rights Texas.  One of the things I focus on is elections and voting and all that fun stuff.
And white adult male, right now my camera is turned off because my bandwith is really wonky, so hopefully I will make it through what I'm saying right now.
I'm sitting on a porch with a window behind me that has white blinds in it.
Molly, I agree with you that the ballot by mail questions for the last three months have been primarily the questions that have been asked.  Then in the last week it seems like everybody wants to know about curbside voting and how and who.  They've heard it somewhere but they didn't really know what it means.
That's an issue.  And I did get a couple of my spouse just went into the hospital, we had planned to vote in person.  What do we do now?
So there is a provision in Texas law that laws someone to vote late by a ballot by mail essentially, but if they're in a hospital or something and can't get to the polls, but it's a whole procedure that lots of counties unfortunately aren't real familiar with so you have to help people through it.
But otherwise I think you covered it.
>> Chase, could I ask you a question?
>> Bearden: Yes.
>> Jeff:  When you were talking before about your idea about using the signature stamp without a witness, how do you protect that from fraud?
>> Well, it's real simple.  The state's argument on that was that someone's stamp could be taken without their knowing, stamp something and then commit fraud.
At the same time, a person under current code could just take someone's mail‑in ballot, sign it and then make a name up under the witness portion, add an address to it and it would bypass all of the same checks that any other one would go through.  It creates no protections one way or the other.
Now, someone who signs with a signature stamp, if they sign their application with that because that's what they use on their daily basis, that's what they use for their checks, that's what they use for signing an apartment lease, that is their mark and that can be tracked better than a random X or a scribble that's going to be different every time.
>> Good point.
>> Bearden: In our opinion at the end of the day if that's the way someone marks their ballot or their envelope or their application, it falls on them to also protect their stamp which most people who have a signature stamp keep them on their body, on their chair or wherever, in a pretty consistent place.  And I think it comes down to it doesn't mean if we take these through the verification check that they can't be flagged to be looked at later, but a person should be able to be given the right.  And if that's what's on file at the elections office, the odds of then someone also taking someone's stamp and then voting with it are a lot less than someone just committing fraud in a different way.
And this is an issue for a lot of our people who want the option to vote independently with no one else ‑‑
>> No, I totally get that.  And as a practical matter, the number of stamps you would have to steal in order to swing an election by forging people's mail‑in ballots by taking their stamps is not going to happen.  At least it's not going to be a big deal.
So I think the state is just trying to be the state and I guess they would argue that with signature verification at least I could look back to your application, your voter registration form or whatever to compare signatures and maybe that gives them another baseline.
I think it's a weak argument, but I'm just trying to think.
>> Bearden: That's the part where it fails because if you use a witness it doesn't go through all those checks.  The moment they see a witness on there it goes in a different pile.
So if you as a person use your stamp and that's what's on record, then they can compare that to the record and know.  So I think it actually creates more security for those who use them.  And that's why we pursued it to allow people to have that access. 
>> Thanks.  I was just curious.
>> Bearden: One question I would like to ask y'all that came up yesterday, I got a call.  And this might affect some of the people y'all know.
With long lines in Bexar County, there is a law or under ‑‑ that if someone has a significant disability, can't stand in long lines for a long period, they can go up to the front and ask the election judge if they can basically move to the front of the line.
Many people can't stand in the heat.  Their health won't allow them.  But the law gave the option to the election judge to decide that at each polling site. 
>> Correct.
>> Bearden: For some of these people trying to get to the front there was no assistance and we know that one of the election watchers had tried to help escort someone to the front and the election judge basically told them you can't do that, I'll call the sheriff if you do it again.
I feel like if someone needs assistance to the front because of a significant health issue to make a request of the election judge, that shouldn't be a problem.  Is that something y'all have ever heard as an issue?  Or does it matter who is helping assist you to the door?
>> I have not heard that as an issue.  And it shouldn't matter who is helping you to the door if all you're doing is trying to find a poll worker or election employee so you can make the request that you're allowed to do under the state law that says you can ask to move up.
We would argue that under the ADA you have the right to make that request regardless of state law.  If you need an accommodation you need an accommodation.
But Molly, have you heard anything about that?
>> Bearden: I guess Molly is ‑‑ well, thank you ‑‑ oh, go ahead.
>> Jeff:  I was going to say if you've heard that or if people hear of that, encourage people to call our hotline and let us know so we can look into it. 
>> Bearden: Okay, definitely.
Also, you know, I'd love when we break out into having everyone kind of have a chance to speak is if y'all are on if you could help answer any questions that might pop up.
I wanted to let Bob Kafka take a chance to talk about E up since they've been working on it and give us an update on what you've been working on.
>> Bob:  I'll piggyback.  I don't have any video on.  For some reason it won't work.
There it goes. 
I'm a white male, white beard, white hair, black shirt, sitting outside.  I'm not sure what y'all see, but I'm under a tree.
You know, the last discussion that stopped me from making a President Trump signature thing and sending it in to Florida, but I think Molly and Jeff convinced me I would probably be arrested so I won't do that after this discussion.
But just on one issue that it's not something that is a legal issue is we've been getting a lot of calls about rides to the poll.
I do know in Dallas there's an I ride free.  Julie Espinoza from Plano has been disseminating that information and there's some work here in the Travis County‑Austin that Capital Metro is providing some free rides.  And I don't know in terms of the accessibility, but Lyft, one of the TNC, is also providing some ‑‑ it's a generic thing.
We haven't been able to clarify if that is in fact also any accessibility issues in terms of that.
But generally in Rev Up we've worked closely with Disability Rights Texas and CTD and other groups, the state independent living centers and just a whole coalition of groups.  And most of it has been on the outreach and information aspect.
One of the things there was just a study that came out that there are 38 million eligible people with disabilities in the community.  And that's just those living in the community.  They didn't count anybody that's institutionalized, which would be the ‑‑ and those people can vote.
But the number of 38 million is not counting those.
And in Texas, of all the eligible voters the same study showed that 15.2% of all the eligible voters are people with disabilities.
And the bottom line of that study is something that we in Texas have been trying to promote is the disability vote can be very influential.
So Rev Up has been basically trying to do ‑‑ my social media terminology is not good, but sort of crowdsourcing by getting information out to the various networks, whether it be membership through CTD, the Independent Living Centers all through the state, the area agencies on aging, the DD system.
Hopefully getting the word out.  One of the things that is frustrating and I know CTD and Disability Rights Texas would probably agree is we send out a lot of good information but we don't usually get feedback.  So we don't know if what we're doing ‑‑ I'm convinced that it is working, we're building an infrastructure.
We're leading a horse, donkey, elephant to water.  And right now we're not sure is if they drink, but ultimately get out the disability vote.
So pretty much just summing up, we've made some I think very well done PSAs and media that can sort of illustrate some of the issues and just really now in the last days of early voting, really wanting people to use that.
I just recently voted on Sunday, which was ‑‑ midday on Sunday and there was no line.  So for anybody listening, really the "I vote early much campaign, and everybody is using that and the idea of planning your vote is really ultimate.
And I just really also want to put a plug to the Disability Rights Texas hotline because one of the things that's frustrating and we all know if we can know that there's an issue sometimes we can solve it, but sometimes we don't get the feedback from the group.
So we've been putting that election hotline so that even if we can't solve it to this election, maybe like Chase and CTD is talking about, we need to pull together a real comprehensive election bill that focuses on our needs.
So that's pretty much what we've been doing.  We did a town hall, we got some interesting questions and we're going to be putting it on the website in the next couple of days where it's the Jeff and Molly, but Molly told me she wanted it called the Molly and Jeff show.
I won't battle with them on that.
That's pretty much what's going on, Chase. 
[Cheering]
Thank you, Bob.  And I think you're right.  This has been one of the elections that's shown us probably some of the biggest barriers that we knew were there but didn't quite know the full limits of them.  It will give us a chance to hopefully shore all that up over the next year so that we can continue making voting a strong practice here.  And with all the kind of doom and gloom, as we've seen over the months about voting, one of the good parts about this is I've gotten to talk to some of the ‑‑ probably the most first time voters I've ever heard.  And hearing their experience and why they wanted to vote, but that they weren't going to let anything get in their way.  They were going to figure out how to do it and I think that's something to carry on is listening to some of these positives and one of the ones I would share to y'all that was told to me by a close friend by getting new voters registered is that one of her close family friends has a daughter who with autism that has been working to become more independent.
She drives now.  She's been working.  They've tried to get her interested in voting and she never has.
And as they were talking to her, she came up to melody and said I want you to teach me how to get registered and how to vote.
And melody says, okay, why?  And she says, because it really does matter for me.
And so there's this moment that she's finally decided how much voting is really going to make a difference in her life.
And I think that's something that we have to share with other people and make sure they know that if you have a bad experience let's try and fix it.  Let's not not go to the polls the next time and that's always a fear for many of us who work in policy is that one bad experience leaves people at home.
With that being said since we are a small group, we wanted to maybe just go through some quick introductions.
We're going to let you unmute yourself and just give us a quick introduction.  Maybe what county you're in.  A little bit about yourself.  Maybe an audio description so those who are on the phone can also get a feel feel.
We'll start up at the top.
>> Perna:  I'm going to make a suggestion to help move things along.  When you're finished speaking if you could name the next speaker or let us know if we need to name someone for you just so we don't have a bunch of silence and/or six people all jumping in at once.
I've just found that's something that helps keep the conversation going so you can just look at the participants list and just pick a name and that will keep it going.
>> Bearden: How about I jump to Kenneth because I noticed his mute is already off and we'll start with Kenneth and I'll name someone for you, Kenneth at the end.
>> Thank you.  Thank you all of you forgiving the information you provided today.  And I wanted to add a little bit to that.  I can share my own experience.  We waited for a lawsuit to be somewhat finalized by just providing a preliminary injunction for people with visual impairment and those others with physical limitations to be able to vote independently and privately from ‑‑ within the home.
The State of Texas does not budge in that area.
So I could not allow Texas to prevent me from casting my vote so I put on my COVID‑19 protection suit last Tuesday morning and was there when the polls opened up on the first day of early voting and I cast my vote.
And it was a good thing for me to be able to do that and I did get assistance while I was there.
But one issue that is of concern is you call the day before to let them know you're coming and ask them what are the protocols, what's in place, what can I expect to experience when I arrive?
And most of the times when you call our county they have somebody just inexperienced and don't even have a clue what you're talking about.
So I had to break it all down and ask specific questions and then as I did that, then I began to receive some feedback, but maybe that I get my temperature checked as we walked up and that there would be social distancing.
When I arrived there were actually 10 people in front of me and I learned that after I got in the building.
But we just moved in ‑‑ when that 8:00 a.m. hit, that door opened and we just moved forward.  There was no one at a time.  We just all just moved in.  And I think they were allowing 10 or 11 at a time, something like that, because I was number 11.
I was told that by a guy that assisted me that worked right at security.
So the good thing about ‑‑ fact that they did not take my temperature, did not even ask me any questions like the young lady told me the day before they might that I could expect to happen.
Although she did not tell me until I started asking questions.  I do believe that she just came up with whatever she felt would comfort me at the time.
But I always knew that was possible so I just prepared myself and thank God I can see a little bit out of my right eye to know that I had to keep distance while we were outside because there was no way to know whether there was something on the ground for me to be able it to make sure the piece of tape would be me to make sure I understood in place.  There was nobody out there directing.
I requested the day before that they would have someone to help me out.  They said they couldn't provide such a service, they couldn't guarantee it.
And it didn't happen.  So I just had to find my way, but good thing I could do that.
I began to think while I was in that line what would a person do if they were totally blind, here, now, somebody in a wheelchair that was not given any direction and they needed assistance.  You would just have to find your way.
So no matter how much preplanning is done it always seems to fail that somebody drops a ball and thighs things can happen to cause people not to feel safe.
So once I got in the building the guy offered to help me, asked if I was going to vote.  And he let me know there was tape once you got to a certain area where they keep everybody apart.  I would not have known that if that guy would not have stepped up.
So one issue that we've experienced most of the time ‑‑
>> Bearden: One second.  Let's get through all the introductions and then we'll come back.
>> I'm sorry, we were just introducing.  I'm sorry.
>> No problem.  You are ready to get into all this.
I apologize if I butcher names.  Gwenda, I'll let you take it from there.
>> Okay.  That is right.  I am an older white female with blonde hair.  I'm in my study so I have brown behind me.
I have a son who has a disability so that's why I'm concerned with some of the issues that has to do ‑‑ he has a traumatic brain injury.  Physically he's fine, but it's mental.
That's why we've had some concerns. 
>> Gwenda, can you name the next speaker, please?
>> I'm sorry, Martha. 
>> Bearden: You will have to unmute, Martha. 
>> I'm Martha.  I'm African‑American black female, she/her. 
Post stroke of 11 years.  And I'm a part of the Collin County committee.  Anything else I was supposed to say.
>> Bearden: Just name another person and we'll go from there.
>> Okay. 
My co‑member, Phaleria. 
[Laughter]
>> Thanks, Martha.  Good to see you.  I am Phaleria Hollins and if you get my name close I answer.
I am an African‑American female, she and her.  And right now I have shoulder length braids.  I am sitting at my kitchen table and I have blinds behind me.  And I have on a green shirt.  Thank you. 
Oh.  Around the next one, let's do Sheena Walter. 
>> Hi.  I'm Sheena.  I live in Austin, Texas, and I know some of you.  I ‑‑ I'm part‑time wheelchair user.  And I've done some advocacy with some of you.
It's definitely an important issue.
I just want to see how I can help.
And could someone help me pick a name because I'm blanking on who has gone and who hasn't.
>> Bearden: No problem.  Actually, the next one is Peggy and then it will be Bryson.  And I'll do Bryson's because he doesn't have a mic. 
So Peggy, would you like to unmute? 
>> Yes, good afternoon, everyone.  This is Peggy Garrett and I am president of the American Council of the Blind of Texas.  And I reside in Missouri City, Texas.
I am a black female.  I am currently wearing a white blouse with some black and white pants.  And I have black shoulder length hair.
You want us to wait to tell about our experience after all the descriptions?
>> Bearden: Yeah. 
And I'll do the final description for Bryson since I know he can't get on.  Bryson, I'll do my best.  Bryson is a white male that has advocated with me and worked with us for years and years.
He texted us that he's wearing an "I voted" or a "Vote" shirt.  And chances are there are behind him some Whataburger sacks because he eats there as much as I do.  That's probably as close as I can get without seeing an image.
We want to dive into Kenneth brought up some issues.  Phaleria, I guess early on we talked at the very beginning of the Raise Your Voice vents about voting out in your area.  How is it now?  What issues are you running into in your area?
>> I am in a suburb of Dallas in Rowlett fortunately where I live I'm on the cusp.  I'm in the city of Rowlett, but a Rockwall County resident so actually I have two.
Curbside voting seems to be going pretty well.  I think for Dallas County total the signage is very small.  It's like on a cone with a small sign.  And I think what I heard the most complaints about is that you can't see the signs curbside voting.  And especially at Rowlett.
I did call the election protection hot login because when I went to do my curbside voting review Tuesday morning at 8:30 the polls open at 7:00, they did not.  And I had a meeting with the mayor and the city secretary in referencing where they moved the location for curbside.
They were going to have directional signs saying curbside voting back here at 8:30 in the morning they did not have any of those.
And when I looked for the sign because that's what I was doing, so eventually I did find a small cone with a sign on it.  The sign did not have a number on it and it was hidden.
So all those things I did call the election protection hotline on and I went back the next day to do a review and all of those things were corrected.  So I was ‑‑ although the sign was still small and in Rowlett I'm still seeing on our Facebook that people cannot find the shush side voting sign.  So that's one thing.
In Rockwall County where I did vote they had everything going well.  I worked with the election administrator there and the first time I went in Rockwall county I had to sit in my car and honk my horn which was so embarrassing.
I met with him, that was in 2016.  And now they are doing a fantastic job.
The one thing I did have to call in reference to Rockwall county is that where they have their curbside voting sign, if there is a long line they move another sign that said the line starts here, and so as they have a free parking space ‑‑ if you have a free parking space you can start from the start here line to the parking space.  The "Start here" line has the yard sign for the candidates.
And then when I went up there they had two, I guess, candidates ‑‑ I don't know who these people were, but it was those two.  And so the gentleman came to my window and said oh, this is the start line for curbside and they'll call you up there.
He was giving me instruction and then he said low turnout.
So I think I had to turn in that as well on the election protection hotline because she shouldn't have people out there, even if they move back the curbside voting because they had a long line, it still needs to be under the same guidelines as no signs should be close and you definitely don't have the ‑‑ I guess what you call candidate volunteers or something.  I don't know whatever they're called.
They should have them there as well.  So other than that, you know, that's good. 
Fixer Phaleria, thank you.  Actually some of those issues we're hearing in other areas too and we're adding that to our legislative agenda to try and create some more consistency, especially in sign size.
Because if you print it on eight and a half by 11 paper so can you say you did it, no one can see it.  No one knows what that is.
And I think curbside hasn't been utilized as much as it should have.  They did a great job over the years of basically not doing it or doing it so poorly that people didn't know or use it.
I think we really need to work on all the issues that you talked about.
Gwenda, have you ended up running into issues that you want to talk about or that you've seen and then we'll jump to the next person? 
>> Because of us being older and I have some preexisting conditions we did do the mail‑in ballot.  I did have concerns over mailing it.  There is only one box ‑‑ I live in San Antonio.  There's only one box in the whole city where you can actually go and turn it in and it's way on the southside of town and I'm way on the north.
So we did mail it, we mailed it last week.  I have my fingers crossed that it will get there and hopefully that it will be counted.
We did ‑‑ my daughter did go and vote in person on Sunday afternoon and it took her about an hour and a half which in San Antonio I didn't think that that was bad.
The building she went to was huge so the majority of the time was inside and it was air conditioned.  So she only had to wait outside about 10 minutes so that was a good thing.
Once she got in it was a lot more people, but she did feel safe.  They all had masks on and did the six feet distancing and so everything was fine.
There was some people that we knew that lived in the Comal area and they had an elderly parent and some people with disabilities too.
My son is in Special Olympics on so he has a lot of friends.
Anyway, they voted and they did where they bring the computer out to the car and they were actually able to vote that way.
And he said he waited like 15 minutes and the people came out and they voted that way.  And there were two athletes and the husband or the father and the elderly grandmother.
And he said that it took them like 30 minutes and they were all able to vote that way.
So we really haven't seen a lot of issues, you know, as far as my part.
I did have a problem as far as not knowing whether my son was able to vote or not.
Because I have legal guardianship over him.  And I was told way back when because I had legal guardianship that took away his right to vote.
What I've been told now that law has changed so this was actually his first time that he was able to vote and he was very excited about being able to vote.
>> Bearden: Jeff, do you want to jump in and talk about that?  I know you have worked on those issues.
Irk yeah, as far as having the right to vote if you're under guardianship, at one point in time it was normal in Texas when someone was placed under guardianship to have what's called a complete or total guardianship where all rights werery moved and given to the guardian, including voting.  But since about 2006 and reaffirmed in the reform that was done in 2015, the default now is for someone to retain the right to vote.
So unless a guardianship order specifically removes someone's right to vote they can still vote even if they're under guardianship.  The only way to know that is actually look at the guardianship order itself.
So we have to assume that everybody is eligible to vote unless somebody with prove that they're not.
>> And that was the issue.  It wasn't spelled out so it's total guardianship and we've had it for like 20 years.  Way back then ‑‑ the rules have changed since then.  He was really glad that he got to vote.  It's fine.
>>
>> Bearden: That's been a goal of everyone.  Everyone should have the assistance they need no matter what to cast their ballot. 
And Gwenda since you did mail‑in ballot and you're in San Antone or Bexar County, if Laura has the Bexar County tracker she will put it in the chat and you can click that link, you can track it.  The Austin one I saw mine get there in a day.
It was really reaffirming to know when I got my ballot and how quickly it got in there.
And since you brought that up, yesterday two of our people in Travis County received a second mail‑in ballot in the the mail after they had already cast theirs and had no idea why.
So we contacted the Travis County elections office and there was on some of the ballots a mistake really far down on the ballot for the Barton Springs board.
So we asked what happens because she had gone into the hospital and getting her a ballot, that mail‑in ballot back up there was difficult.
So a second time makes it even more difficult.  And they said depending on if that was one of the ones that you wanted to vote on if it is, then you can vote that new mail‑in ballot and they will do away with the old one when it gets there, but they said if that was something she didn't really care to vote on or it wasn't as important and it would be a struggle for her to get that second mail‑in ballot back in the mail then she could tear up the second one they sent and go over their original ballot.
So if you ever run into getting a second mail‑in ballot it's worth calling your county elections department to see why and get their opinion.
So how about we jump to Martha and Martha, have y'all run into any issues, any really good positives?  I think if we find counties that are doing things well that might be something we can get other counties to look at.
>> Well, I had sent in for a mail‑in ballot and it took about three weeks and I finally received my ballot two days ago.
So I'm contemplating whether to send in my ballot or try to go to do the curbside.  I haven't tried it yet.
And if I have it can I still go to the curbside and try to vote that way? 
>> Bearden: Yes.
>> Bearden: Yes.  But you have to take your mail‑in ballot with you to curbside and you will have to surrender that ballot to them before you can cast your ballot.  That's the proper way of doing it.
Jeff, if there's anything I'm throwing out there that's not correct ‑‑
>> No.  That's exactry right.  In order to be able to vote you've got to surrender the mail ballot first.  At least for it to count.
You could vote provisionally if you didn't surrender your ballot and then after the election they would see if the mail ballot ever showed up and then they may or may not count your ballot.  The main thing to do is take the mail‑in ballot with you. 
>> Good to know. 
>> Because they only have one box, Dropbox.  They said I couldn't carry it into the polling place.  I had to bring it to the Dropbox, which is 15 miles away. 
>> And that's something that we're looking at and I know others have been ‑‑ we're trying to litigate to get that raised to put more dropboxes, especially because a majority of our people transportation 15 miles could require you to get on multiple buses, have to have should be else take it for you, which you really can't do.  And at the end of the day we need this to be not just accessible, but easy access for everyone.
So dropping it down to one box I think is a Burr in the side of all advocates and policy people because there was no need for it.
Sondra, do you want to jump in?  I see you chewing.
>> Chase, we're coming up on 3:00 and I know that we need to thank our sponsors and do all our official stuff.
I'm happy to give host control back over to you and you can keep it going.  I just want to make sure we have all our ducks in the right order. 
>> Bearden: Yeah.  And sorry, this is actually taking longer than we thought and it's kind of good because I want to hear.
So I want to respect y'all's time.  If you need to jump off I'll stay on as long as you want.
And I will name our sponsors before we lose our captioning service. 
I will name our sponsors before we lose our captioning service.  Sorry my computer went back to sleep and it won't come back on.  Laura, do you have those by chance.
>> I do.  I'm happy to do that part. 
>> Bearden: Thank you.
>> I'm unprepared on that one. 
>> Yeah.  So this wheel series is free, but there are costs involved and these are the organizations and businesses that have covered those costs so thank you very much to all of our sponsors.  Our silver level which includes Amerigroup, Shield Care, Care Source, NCNA Dental, Molina Health Care, Bristal Meyers Squib and Certera Texas.  The next level up is diamond, which includes Pharma and NCDS Texas and Superior Health Plan.  After that is our gold level, including the DentaQuest Partnership, Amgen and Astrazenca, and then officially our platinum level sponsor is United Health Care.  Thanks to all of those folks. 
>> Bearden: Yeah.  And thank y'all. 
Before anybody has to get off I do want to throw this out and and then I'll stay on as long as you want because I'd love to hear any other issues you are running into or any ways that we can help.
We've decided to host starting December ninth a third round.  December 9th will be focused on how to advocate at the Texas Legislature starting in January because we all don't really know with COVID how that's going to work.  It was usually us up knocking on doors, all of us going in, telling our stories.  So hopefully by then we'll have a good picture and idea of how we can all work either virtually or testify virtually to balk about a lot of these issues.
At the same time we're going to host every few weeks during the legislative session, kind of a hybrid of this where we talk about here's what's going on this week.  Here's the ways you can help if you're interested in voting or interested in Medicaid or whatever the issue is. 
So that you will have immediate access to what's going on that week and what you can do to help keep having your voice heard. 
With that being said, I know Laura will probably add some stuff into the ‑‑ after the email that goes to y'all, but also we'll have on our website the list of all the upcoming and notes from this meeting. 
With that being said, Sondra, we didn't get your intro at the beginning, but we'd love to hear from you.
[Captioning is ending at 3:00 p.m.  Thank you.] 
